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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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WHAT?.....WHEREIN?.....WHERE?..... WHY?.....

Job asked:  What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him?      Job 7:17
 
   Why have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to you?
         Job 7:20, NIV

   Why do you not pardon my offenses and forgive my sins?



         Job 7:21, NIV
Habakkuk asked:  Why do you make me look at injustice? 


   Why do you tolerate wrong?
          Hab. 1:3, NIV
The people in Malachi’s time asked:  Wherein hast thou loved us?
         Mal. 1:2
  

   They also asked:  Where is the God of justice?
         Mal.2:13, NIV
All the above are related questions, the Prophets, and even, the People of God asked? – When they could not understand!
Job could see God Glorifying man, but could not understand why he, as man, should suffer such physical Gory

Habakkuk was Perplex when he could not understand why God tolerated evil and not Punish it. 
God promised him an Amazing Answer:
           
Behold… and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you. 



Hab. 1:5

Habakkuk was further puzzled why God would raise up Brutal Babylon as His tool to punish His people then? 
For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, 
to possess the dwelling places that are not theirs.
Hab. 1:6

Habakkuk could not understand, but he would Watch and Wait to see what God would do then:

I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, 
and what answer I am to give to this complaint.
Heb.2:1, NIV
God would give him His Appointed Answer:

For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it;

because it will surely come, it will not tarry…but the just shall live by his faith.
Hab. 2:3, 4
The ECHOS too is Befuddled, Baffled and Bewildered as to why in the last two years God has allowed the infirmities of the flesh to develop into life-threatening diseases intimidating so many (relatively speaking) of His faithful servants who have been in the ambit of The ECHOS prayer partnership.
We are thinking of: – 
● 
Mr. Chuck Harrison – [The Lord’s servant from US with a vision to “plant” 50 assemblies in Indonesia by the year 2020.] He has been suffering from a mysterious intestinal ailment (please read Profile 8: Faxes from the Front) which has caused him persistent pain and has been on costly medication for the past few years. 
· Mrs. Cindy Harrison [Chuck’s wife] has spinal problems, and is still on medication suffering from occasional pain though she has had a spinal operation before.

· Mrs. Peggy Ferry: [Wife of Peter Ferry from Scotland, but now serving the Lord in the Christian Assembly in Phuket, Thailand.] Three years ago Peggy had surgery in Scotland for spinal stenosis. Lately she has been having problems with walking for any distance and with standing for long. Peggy and Peter flew to KL on August 21st and on the 28th Peggy has an appointment with a neurologist at University Malaya Medical Centre. The specialist will give Peggy a thorough checkup over a few days to find out what needs to be done

· Mr. Daniel Jevaraj: [Commended worker from Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall, Penang but now living in Taiping and serving the Lord in Taiping Gospel Hall.]  He had a heart attack in June and is now under medication. On August 7, he had a Holster Test done on him in KL. At time of writing the results are still not known.
· Mr. Koh Ting Tiew – [A commended worker from Klang Gospel Hall.] He was found to have cancer of the lungs this year and is now on a drug Iressa which has worked to shrink the tumour in his body. He is feeling well now and has returned to serving the Lord again. But still has to take his medication faithfully.
· Mrs. Christopher Leong (Luan) – [Christopher is the elder of Bandar Utama Chapel and commended worker there.] About two months ago, she was diagnosed to have cancer of the breast and last month she was informed that two tumours had also been discovered in her pelvic region. She is undergoing chemotherapy in Singapore. [Please read Profile 2 – Lord’s Labourers for updates].
· Mr. S.V. Ramalingam [Elder and commended worker of Bethesda Ang Mo Kio, Singapore.] – He had a stroke and a heart attack in January and is awaiting a stent to be inserted or a heart bypass surgery. However, this wait has stretched out for a few months already because of his diabetic and asthmatic condition which need to be treated first.
· Mr. Eric Kirton – [He is the last of the “foreign” missionaries to remain in Malaysia. He is from Scotland and serving the Lord as an itinerant Bible teacher.] A tumour has been found near his neck which is cancerous, diagnosed as melanoma. The doctor says that it is difficult to treat. It requires surgery and chemotherapy. [Please read Profile 2 – Lord’s Labourers for updates].
· Mr. Roger Dalhberg [Formerly serving the Lord in Malaysia, but now he is leading the New Hope Ministries and is stationed in the Philippines.] On 9th February he underwent in Manila a procedure, radiofrequency (catheter) ablation, to try to correct a timing problem in his heart. Despite beta-blockers, etc the palpitation problems developed for the worse then. However, the doctors managed to fully fix that but later found that he had atrial flutter. He is now back on his rounds serving the Lord.
· Mr. Timothy Yong – [A commended worker of the Lord serving in Batu Gajah Gospel Hall.] This year he had a laser treatment for a retina hole in his right eye. Thank God that the specialist discovered it in time before a retina detachment occurred. He still has problems with his vision and needs to be careful.
· Mr. N. Sinnappan – [A commended worker serving the Lord in Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall, Penang.] Early this month, he was warded in the General Hospital for a check up to be done for his spondylosis in the 6th and 7th bone of his spinal column near his neck region. It has rendered numbness and weakness to his left arm. He now cannot drive because the muscles in his left palm have wasted away and making him without strength to change gear and to pull up the hand brake. His condition is too risky to operate on and he is now under medication.

We can go on to others of God’s faithful people too. Forgive us for leaving any names out.
The question we ask in our concern, love and care for God’s faithful servants and saints is “Why, God?”
But do we have a right to ask this question? Isn’t He the Potter that fashions the clay and the Creator that puts the planets into orbit and sustains them in their rounds? Isn’t He on the throne and in control? Do we not know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose? (Rom. 8:28)
Did not Paul who was given a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet him, lest he should be exalted above measure cry out unto the Lord thrice, that it might depart from him, and the Lord replied, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness? And Paul accepted his condition and declared: Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

God will give His answer as he did to Habakkuk – in His own appointed time, in His own amazing way, wait for it and trust Him: the just shall live by his faith. (Hab. 2:4b) The God of Justice will Act.

In the meanwhile, like Habakkuk of old in His wonderful concluding ode of praise, let us all join in with him and declare: 

Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, 
Though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
Though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, Yet I will rejoice in the LORD,

 I will be joyful in God my Savior. 
The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.

For the director of music. On my stringed instruments.

Hab. 3:17-19, NIV
Dear prayer-partners, let us not fail in our duty to constantly Remember the above servants of the Lord, and others of His people that their faith in Him will be sustained, and that they will Rejoice in the Lord Who is the Source and Supply of their joy, their Saviour, their Sovereign, their Strength and their Song.
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